Recurrent spontaneous bacterial peritonitis in a patient with polycythemia vera.
Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (SBP) is an infectious process that usually occurs in patients with cirrhosis. There are few reports of SBP in patients with other pathologies such as nephrotic syndrome, acute and chronic hepatitis, cardiac ascites, and ascites secondary to neoplastic disease. We report a patient with polycythemia vera in whom recurrent episodes of SBP occurred 8 months following a portacaval shunt operation for Budd-Chiari syndrome. Conceivably, the polycythemia vera (PV) complicated by hepatic vein thrombosis and portacaval shunt resulted in significant loss of hepatic reticuloendothelial system function and predisposed the patient to bacterial peritonitis.